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Pope Benedict is Retiring?
By Kim Oravec

On February 11, 2013, Pope Benedict XVI resigned. Why is this such a big deal?
Pope Benedict XVI is the leader of the Catholic church, and he has been for the last 

eight years. The pope runs the Catholic church, elects bishops and cardinals, and even gets 
to name the saints. 

Pope Benedict XVI is resigning at the age of 85 because he has bad health and thinks 
he can't continue to do his job well. Popes are usually elected for life. There hasn't been a 
resignation of a pope since the middle ages! The world and the Catholic church are surprised 
by his decision to leave.

LANCE ARMSTONG CONFESSES
By Taylor Jordan

Many people were astonished last October when they heard that Lance Armstrong was 
stripped of all seven of  his tour titles. The U.S Anti-Doping Agency report him as a 
ruthless competitor, willing to go to any length to win. The  USADA started an 
investigation  into whether or not Lance Armstrong was taking performance enhancers 
for the race.  Eleven of his former teammates were questioned, and they accused 
Armstrong of masterminding a complex and bold drug program that included steroids, 
blood boosters, and a range of other performance enhancers.



It's a Bird, It's a Frog! No, It's a 
Meteor!!! 

By:Robyn Frame

On February 15, 
2013, a meteor 
exploded over the 
Ural Mountains in 

Russia. The meteor was the largest in 100 
years!! About 1000 people were injured 
from this meteor. The size of the meteor 
was about 49 feet to 55 feet across, and 
its mass was about 7,000 to 10,000 tons. 
The destruction of this meteor was very 
large. It will take a huge amount of work 
and roughly $33 million to reconstruct the 
area where the meteor hit. The meteor 
created panic waves across the region.



Oddball Jobs!
By: Taylor Jordan

Did you ever wonder what kind of a job your teachers had before they actually started 
teaching? I believe I have the answers for you. Some of our teachers had some pretty oddball 
and interesting jobs, if I do say so myself. For example........

Mr. White was a plumber. He started this job at 20 years of age, but ended it after one 
year of working. He liked the job, but stopped because he went back to college. He sometimes 
wishes he was a plumber still.

Mr. Martens was a construction worker. He worked as a construction worker from the 
ages of 18 to 23. He worked mostly on houses and partial jobs. He worked part time in college 
and full time after. 

 

The seventh and eighth grade advanced language arts teacher, Mrs. Jones, worked at 
Elder Beerman. She worked in Athens, Ohio. She said she worked for about a year, and it was 
an easy job. She didn't like her job, and she does not wish she was still doing it.

Object 1



Mrs. Lundy is another teacher I interviewed. Her job was detasseling corn. She worked 
on a seed farm in Croton, Ohio. She worked two summers during her junior and senior year in 
high school, and it was a pretty tough job. She doesn't wish she still had that job at all.

Mrs. Parmer was a basket weaver at Longabergers. She worked in Dresden, Ohio. She 
worked there for five years and it was a hard job. She said it was a way to make a living, and 
she is glad it's not her job anymore.

This teacher may come as a bit of a shocker. Mrs. Banfield was an art teacher and a 
physical education teacher at St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School in Illinois. She worked 
between the years of 1977 to 1978. She liked this job and said it was fun; however, she is 
happy to be a librarian now.

Our final teacher is Mr. Harshbarger. He was a trash man. He worked in the summers 
only during the years between 1991 to 1994.  I asked if he liked it and he said no. He told me 
that he only made $3.80 cents an hour. He stopped because he graduated from college and 
didn't have to work as a trash man to make money anymore.  



Science Fair !
The 7th grade here at Sheridan Middle School recently 

had a science fair. A few of the 8th graders also 
participated in science fair again. For me it was fun, but it 
was embarrassing and I was also nervous. 

There were a lot of good experiments. For example, 
my friend, Maddy Feeman, did an experiment called Are 
Fingerprints Hereditary? Her experiment was pretty cool 
because she got to go to the police office to get her 
family's fingerprints done by an officer. There are two 
ways to take fingerprints: 1) by putting your finger in ink 
and then putting it on paper, or 2) by having a machine scan 
your hand and put it on the computer. 

There were a lot of successful projects and many 
students went to districts. I enjoyed science fair, and I 
might do it again next year.                     By Tia Johnson 



Sleep Deprivation
By Taylor Searles

Your parents may think you are getting enough sleep at night, but little 
do they know you might actually not be getting enough. The less sleep 
you get, the more likely it is that you could fall asleep in school. Also, 
sleep deprivation can cause serious health problems.
  

Children aged 11-17 need to get 8.5 to 9.25 
hours of sleep per day. Your parents should be 
strict about enforcing bedtimes. It is important 
for school-aged kids to get enough rest every 
night.

________________________________________________________

April Fools!
April Fools' Day is celebrated on April 1st worldwide. There are two 

possible explanations as to how April Fools' Day started. The first was 
because Pope Gregory XIII ordered his people to use the new Gregorian 
Calender. This threw some people off because the new year started 
January 1st instead of April 1st . Not everyone wanted to accept the new 
calender. People who embraced the new calender sent the people who 
rejected it on a trip to trick them. These trips were called “fool's errands”.

The second possible reason is because when Roman Emperor 
Constantine ruled, a group of jesters came and said they could rule the 
empire better. Amused, Constantine let them rule for one day on April 1st. 
That is the other way April Fools' Day may have come to be. No one may 
ever know the correct reason why.



~March Madness!~
by: maddy feeman

The final game is here! The two competing teams are the Louisville Cardinals and 
Michigan Wolverines. These teams will play for the title on April 8th, 2013. Louisville 
player, Kevin Ware, broke his leg. It wasn't a pretty sight to see. In his first press 
conference, Ware said he'll be OK. He will arrive at the Final Four on crutches to cheer 
on his team. Ware gives credit to team-mate Luke Hancock for helping him up and trying 
to calm him down.  Ware described the pain he felt from the fall. He said, “Yeah, I was 
in pain, but I wouldn't let my team see it. I told them they got to go win this game. I'm 
ok.” He hopes to be at it again next season to defend the national championship. 

Well, let's hope so. Be sure to watch the championship game and cheer on your 
favorite team!!!

    
Our Favorite Genres 

By Tim Huber

In my studies, I have asked 43 middle school students what their three favorite genres were. The 
most favorite genre was horror. Out of the 43 students, 19% of them like suspenseful horror. To 
my surprise, fantasy came in second with 15% of students voting for it. Here are the rest of the 
results for our favorite genres...        

Science fiction 6% 
Historic fiction 4%
Folk tale 8%
Mythology  7% poetry 7% 
Non-fiction(bio) 7% 
Poetry 7%
Realistic fiction 12%
Adventure fiction 12%. 
Non-fiction (info)  3%



My Wedding
By Kimi Oravec

Some girls like to dream about their wedding. I thought about what I would like to 
do for my wedding. I would like to have it at a beach in the Caribbean in Jamaica. I 
want to get married in the sand in my bare feet! I want to get married in the 
Caribbean because it's warm and really pretty. 

My wedding is going to be large. I will have my real dad walk me down the aisle. I 
want to have a ball gown that is pink and strapless with lots of beading. I am not going 
to say my own vows nor sing them. I'm going to have my pastor from my church say that 
stuff.  I want my pug, Pugzy, and beagle, Brandy, to carry the rings down the aisle.

My reception will be long and fun! I will have a variety of food at my wedding, like 
chicken Parmesan, spaghetti, chicken nuggets and macaroni and cheese. After dinner, I'm 
going to have lots of music and dancing. After that, I want to go sky diving in my 
wedding dress.

I hope my wedding dreams come true! 



Have you ever wondered what it takes to 
keep an athlete fueled?   

Athletes' diets must include enough nutrients to help 
them do their best at their sport. Here at Sheridan, we 
have football, basketball, baseball, softball, cross country, 
golf, marching band, volleyball, and cheerleading. Kids 
are being active, and they should know what kind of diet 
is best to keep them going.
                Their diet should include-
3 meals a day and a regular amount of snacks so that they 
can have energy to play and work hard.
High carbohydrate foods such as bread, crackers, 
muffins, pasta, and potatoes so their body stays in shape 
and they always have energy.
Protein foods such as meat, fish, dairy, beans, and nuts to 
increase their muscle mass.
Fruits and vegetables - at least 5 servings a day- to keep 
their bodies healthy.
Lots of water to keep them hydrated and healthy when 
they play. They can also drink sport drinks such as 
Powerade and Gatorade.

By Kalyn Thomas



Amazing Animal Journeys
By Kim Oravec

Smokey, a cat from Australia, went missing from his home for a week. Some animal 
haters had shot Smokey 15 times with an air rifle and left him for dead. Smokey's 
owners did not know what had happened to their pet until a week later. Smokey returned 
home on his own, despite his terrible injuries, and lived a happy life!

Skittles, the cat, went on vacation with his family. When it was time to return 
home, Skittles was nowhere to be found. His owners searched and searched but couldn't 
find him so they had to go home without him. It took Skittles 140 days to find his way 
back home. He walked 350 miles! When Skittles finally made it home, his paws were raw 
and his ribs were actually protruding from his body. WOW, what a cat!!

A kitten named Fudge took a nap in the clothes dryer. Ashley, her owner, turned 
on the dryer for 5 minutes before she realized her kitten was inside! When Ashley 
opened the door, Fudge came out not breathing. Ashley was a nurse so she knew what to 
do. She rubbed Fudge's belly and she started to breathe again. WOW!

4 year old Daniel decided to bathe his puppy in the toilet. And then he flushed it! 
His mom thought the puppy had drowned, but the drainage company came and rescued 
the puppy from a sewer pipe in the next yard. He was fine!



Hungry After School?
Are you hungry after school? Looking for a snack? Here are some satisfying 

after school snack recipes!!!

You want something nutritious? 
 *Ham Pinwheels: Spread scallion cream cheese on a sun-dried tomato tortilla  and 
top with a thin slice of ham. Roll up the tortilla and cut into ½ inch slices. 
Got a sweet tooth?                                                                                                          

*Yogurtwich: Place frozen yogurt between two square graham cracker. Roll edges 
in chocolate chips and freeze till firm.

You thirsty?
*Strawberry Banana Smoothie: Combine 1 1\2 cups of vanilla yogurt, 2 bananas 

cut up, 1\2 cup of strawberries and put in blender; blend until smooth, about 1 minute. 

Like sour snacks?
Sour Apple: Blend lemon juice with lime juice and put in a bowl then cut slices of 

apple and combine the apple slices with the lime and lemon juice. 
  

Hope You Stay Hungry!!!!
  
  By:Robyn Frame



Review for OZ The Great and 
Powerful 

         By TIM HUBER

I think Oz The Great and Powerful is not for little kids. In fact, a few times you could hear people 
screaming at the top of their lungs! The Great and Powerful is probably one of the best movies I have 
seen in a year. If you go see it, I hope you will like it. I liked the movie because you had no clue what 
was coming next. It always had me on the edge of my seat. It was nothing like the classic movie,  The 
Wizard of Oz, but I think this one will become an instant classic, too.        



~12 FUN FAMILY SUMMER IDEAS~

   Is your summer ever lazy and boring? 
Well, here are some great ideas to keep you 
busy!
#1 Camping, #2 Traveling out of state, #3 
Volunteer work in your town,  #4 Swimming, 
#5 Visit family and friends, #6 READ, #7 Have 
a sleep over with friends, #8 Go out and catch 
fireflies in a field, #9 Arts and crafts, #10 Have 
a picnic at the park. #11 Make s'mores, #12 Eat 
ice cream or popsicles!

By. Tia Johnson



Random Facts!
Found by Sam Callahan

• There are 73 elevators in the Empire State Building.
• In the average life time, a person will walk the equivalent of 5 

times around the equator. 
• Karaoke means "empty orchestra" in Japanese. 

• Rhode Island is the smallest state with the longest name. The 
official name, used on all state documents, is "Rhode Island and 
Providence Plantations." 

• The Neanderthal's brain was bigger than yours is. 

• The sound of E.T. walking was made by someone squishing her 
hands in jelly. 

• The king of hearts is the only king without a mustache.

• Elephants are the only mammals that can't jump. 

• When snakes are born with two heads, they fight each other for 
food. 

• You burn more calories sleeping than you do watching TV. 

• The average person spends about 2 years on the phone in a 
lifetime.

• The word "nerd" was first coined by Dr. Seuss in "If I Ran the 
Zoo."

• The elephant is the only animal with 4 knees. 

• On average, sharks kill 10 humans every year. Approximately 100 
people die each year when they are stepped on by a cow.



Spring Word Find
O F V G C U D B Y L I L Word Search
D S L L E B E U L B C A bluebells
A S V I O L E T S T G D buttercups
F P O P P Y C T T J T Y crocus
F O R G E T M E N O T S daffodils
O R I N Y X C R O C U S forget me nots
D D S U S S I C R A N L hyacinth
I W R S P I L U T F W I iris
L O J X O L H P Z Z C P violets
S N O D D P G S I R I P lady's slipper
D S N H T N I C A Y H E lily
P K O M E Z D A W I P R narcissus

phlox
poppy
snowdrops
tulips

You guys want the answers to the last newspapers guess the teacher? Well here they are.
The first teacher is Mrs. Lundy.

The second teacher is Mrs. Forgrave
The third teacher is Mr. Harshbarger.

The last teacher is Mrs. Gaal 
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